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STATE ECONOMY — JOBS 

620. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Treasurer: 

I have a supplementary question. Why can the Premier not admit that his failure to safely bring critical workers 
into this state is harming the development of our economy? This is the only state in Australia without a facility. 

Ms S.E. Winton interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I hope you do not want to ask a question, member for Wanneroo. 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

The only state in Australia without what facility? 

Dr D.J. Honey: A facility to safely bring in those workers—a quarantine facility. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: What other states have them? 
Dr D.J. Honey: Every other state has signed up for the federal program except you. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Can the member explain where? 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: No; once again, I suppose people do not take any notice of what you say, but if they did and 
if they did a bit of fact checking on what you say, they would find that everything you say is wrong. 
A quarantine facility is being built now in Bullsbrook by the commonwealth because the commonwealth controls 
the international border. We will operate it once it is constructed. We have brought in more than 1 500 people from 
Tonga and Vanuatu, which are COVID-free countries, to work in horticulture and agriculture, and placed them into 
a hotel. The idea of mass migration of people into the state whilst we are trying to bring Australians home, which 
runs the risk of COVID outbreaks, was not something we were prepared to do over the course of the last two years 
because the consequence of that is what has occurred in Sydney and Melbourne. I do not want that and I do not think 
Western Australians want that. I think Western Australians are happy for us to vaccinate like mad whilst we get ready 
to open up the border to New South Wales and Victoria but not deliberately infect ourselves during that process. 
The Leader of the Liberal Party might have a different view and, in fact, he does, because over the course of the last 
two years, we heard all the different views of some of his predecessors. He is my fifth or sixth Liberal Party leader 
and along the way, they have said some pretty zany things, as the current leader does. I would hate to see him go the 
way of all the others, because I quite like him in that role! But we will continue to have a strong economy, pursue 
great health outcomes, train Western Australians and get more Western Australians into work than ever before.  
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